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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Nature-based Solutions for reimagining the pathway to a sustainable future
by Parvathi Preethan e Shubham Gupta - October 05, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: NbS can help address climate risks and contribute to mitigation and adaptation efforts]
Among various response approaches to build back better following the COVID-19 pandemic, one approach that has gained global attention from the perspective of green, sustainable and resilient growth is ‘Nature-based Solutions (NbS)’


NbS are actions that help address societal challenges and foster development by working with nature and anchoring solutions with local communities. They help  identify how healthy natural ecosystems can be protected, developed and utilized for services that benefit humans and...
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      Physical Distancing on Mumbai’s Trains Is Nearly Impossible, and Station Design Is a Big Reason Why
by Leona Nunes, Lubaina Rangwala e Madhav Pai - September 17, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Ghatkopar, 10:15 a.m., March 1, 2020, before nationwide lockdown. Photo by Madhav Pai/WRI India]
This blog was originally published on TheCityFix.


Mumbai’s suburban rail system is the world’s busiest, serving 7.5 million riders a day. This photo story is an attempt at documenting moments of precarious travel in Mumbai city, as part of a...
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      What Makes a Child-Friendly City? Redesigning Safer and Healthier Urban Spaces for Young People
by Nikita Luke, Rohit Tak, Ariadne Samios e Claudia Adriazola-Steil - September 16, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: As cities reevaluate business as usual, how to better meet the safety, health and accessibility needs of children should be top of mind. Photo by Greg Younger/Flickr]
This blog was originally published on TheCityFix.


Children are often under-prioritized or even disregarded in urban planning and design. It’s estimated that up to...
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      Buried waters: Clean Energy Solutions for Water Access in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan
by Namrata Ginoya - September 14, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Women herding goats in Girduwala. Photo by Namrata Ginoya/WRI India]
Every drop of water is precious in western Rajasthan. This sun-baked swathe of arid land is dotted with ‘dhanis’, or small settlements comprising of 50-100 people and a few thousand of their domesticated animals. Remote villages such as Kisangarh and Girduwala, located close to the India-Pakistan border are a part of the Thar desert ecosystem, characterized by sandy plain and dune landscape interspersed with grasses and hardy bushes such as ‘aakdo’ and ‘thor’. This region receives less than 100-200 mm rainfall in a good year and depends solely on groundwater for sustenance.


Until...
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      Moving from compulsion to choice: Ways to retain Cycling as the forever normal
by Azra Khan e Swarna Dutt - September 08, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: The challenge to mainstream cycling in Indian cities is not new, but the pandemic has given the opportunity to convert this temporary surge in cycling to a sustained new normal. Photo by Dewang Gupta/Unsplash]
The impossible has already happened and slowly, it is becoming the new normal. With cases of COVID-19 reaching 4 million mark in India, cities continue averting public transport and big investment project like metros and monorails. Also, public spaces are closed to citizens and recreational activities are becoming prey to social distancing norms, affecting a common urban commuter. Amid this all, there is one ray of hope. The pandemic has resurrected cycling. With social distancing becoming the new norm, cycling seems to be the one stop mobility solution for all commute troubles. Though...
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      Can school children return to safer streets after the pandemic?
by Anusha Chitturi - September 03, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Changing the way students commute to school can unlock numerous benefits for cities.]
Article 21-A of the Constitution of India guarantees the right to elementary education for all children. But accessing this basic right comes at a cost for many children, who risk their lives daily as they travel to school. Road traffic injuries are the leading cause of injury-related deaths among children up to the age of 18 in India. A 2019...
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      Living with water: integrating blue, green and grey infrastructure to manage urban floods
by Sahana Goswami e Ashwathy Anand - September 03, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Bioswale in median of road infrastructure in Wisconsin for stormwater management]
This is second in the ongoing series of blogs on Urban India Going Underwater. Read the first blog here.


Rampant urbanization and climate change are twin triggers causing severe and frequent urban flooding across India. Traditional grey stormwater infrastructure such as gutters, storm drains, collection systems and pumps, are designed to quickly move urban stormwater away from the built environment. But every year we see recurring cases of...
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      Crisis and Recovery: Cycling in Kolkata City
by Azra Khan, Swarna Dutt e Satanjib Gupta - August 20, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Kolkata’s battle for road space has been more than a decade old. Photo by Subhadeep Mondal/Flickr]
Cycling is thriving, both as a mode of transport and as a way of staying healthy during the COVID-19 crisis. Local government’s response has varied across the globe, some lowering speed limits, some building pop-up bike lanes and others...
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      India Must Plan New Strategy for Cities to Reap Full Benefits of ‘Self-Reliance’ Initiative
by Pavan Ankonapalli e Jaya Dhindaw - August 17, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Current transport networks in large Indian cities are woefully inadequate for integrating the labor markets created by new growth clusters across metropolitan regions. Photo by Smith Mehta/Unsplash]
This article was originally published on News18 on 28 July.


While announcing a stimulus package of INR 20 lakh crore ($260 billion) in his address to the nation on May 12, India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to make use of the opportunity provided by the COVID-19 pandemic to attract investments and manufacturing jobs. Given that cities will likely be the predominant focus of...
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      These South Asian Companies Are Restoring Farms And Forests
by Kavita Sharma, Amanda Gant, Will Anderson e Ashna Rustagi - August 06, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: These companies take a variety of approaches to growing the restoration economy, an entire ecosystem of companies that regenerate the land and rural livelihoods]
From developed to developing countries, the businesses are shifting away from a narrow focus on profit to an inclusive approach that benefits the planet and the people. These innovators are taking sustainability as the starting point and developing businesses that focus on societal impact.


In South Asia, some of these entrepreneurs are looking toward the land, which has suffered from decades of degradation. Their mission is to heal this damage and build strong rural economies. The opportunity is big: nearly 140...
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    Get the latest commentary, upcoming events, publications, and multimedia resources. Sign up for the monthly WRI India Digest.
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