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Welcome to DIGEST, WRI India’s monthly newsletter. This edition covers
September-October 2021 and features blogs and editorials written by our
staff members that provide unbiased and expert analysis, insights and
commentary on the latest and important issues concerning India’s natural
resources, environment, urban development and economy. Please connect with
us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.

0.P. Agarwal (CEO, WRI India) quoted in Narendra
Modi says India will sharply increase renewable
energy

Excerpt: O.P. Agarwal, the head of the India office of World
Resources Institute, a research and advocacy group, said
focusing on the expansion of renewable energy by 2030 was
“a strategic and achievable ambition.”

India has been under scrutiny for when it might announce a
net-zero target. Mr. Modi said 2070, which is 10 years later

than China’s promise and 20 years later than promises
made by the United States and Europe.

India has been vocal in pressing for money from
industrialized countries to help developing economies make
the energy transition, and Mr. Modi upped the ante on
Monday. “India expects developed countries to make $1
trillion in climate finance available as soon as possible,” he
said.

EDITORIALS

¢ India’s cities will continue to expand, but could we do that without
emitting carbon?
by Sumedha Malaviya & Kunal Shankar |

¢ India’s MSME sector largest after China’s. But no one is talking
about its role in emissions
by Kajol, Zahir Shaikh & Kunal Shankar |

e Why India needs an urbanisation policy
by Durga Shankar Mishra & Dr. O.P. Agarwal |

e Seeding a data revolution in Indian agriculture
by Dr. Jayahari K.M. & A. Arunachalam |

¢ Integrated public transport system, not Metro, is key
by Amit Bhatt |

¢ India loses 1.5 lakh lives due to road accidents every year; here is
how most of them can be saved
by Amit Bhatt |

by Vaisakh Suresh Kumar & Kajol |

e Tamil Nadu can benefit from small wind turbines, here’s how
by Kajol & Vaisakh Suresh Kumar |

BLOGS

Bottlenecks for rooftop solar in Indian cities
and how to address them

by Tirthankar Mandal & Deepak Krishnan

Indian cities have figured intermittently in the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)’s solarization

plans. Read more

Moving_ from city-wide vulnerability
assessments to localised community
resilience actions

by Priya Narayanan & Lubaina Rangwala

Cities around the world are experiencing flooding,
heatwaves and other climate-related disasters. Read more

Resurrecting_public spaces in a post-COVID
India

by Himanshi Kapoor, Prerna Vijaykumar Mehta & Jaya
Dhindaw

The COVID-19 lockdown, imposed around the world, has
triggered unprecedented changes in the lifestyle and
behaviour of individuals. Read more

IN THE NEWS

e UK Invests in India's Green Projects

o UK to invest $1.2 billion in green energy projects in India

o UK to Pump $1.2 B into Green Projects in India: 11th Eco & Fin Dialogue

o UK partners with India to invest in green projects, renewable energy to tackle
climate change

¢ India Climate Updates (Paris Agreement, COP26 & Coal)

o Urgent to raise climate ambitions further: John Kerry

o How gender will determine the real success of India's low-carbon transition

o What's at stake for India and South Asia at COP26°?
|

o Paris rulebook, finance goal to top agenda: Bhupender Yadav

o India set to update 2030 climate targets under Paris Agreement

o India’s vulnerability to coal shocks exposed amid surging energy demand and prices

o Glasgow climate summit likely to adopt India’s plan of global solar grid

o India still counts on coal for its power. And that could be a problem

o Cop26: Can India wean itself off coal to deliver on climate goals?

o CO2 concentrations hit new record despite Covid-19 curbs last year: UN

o Developed nations fail to meet climate fund target

o Expect India to pitch 450GW renewable energy target in Glasgow: Alok Sharma

o Empty pledges in Glasgow won’t cool down an overheated planet

o Net-zero deadline or not, here's what India must do to cut emissions
o The big climate circus is in town: What to expect at COP26 in Glasgow
o (G20: What was (and wasn't) agreed by world leaders on the eve of COP26

o COP26: All you need to know about the climate change summit

o Climate finance, carbon markets to top India’s agenda at COP26

e Re-Designing Delhi Roads & Routes

o Delhi govt's advisory body to hold workshop on street design

o Delhi roads will be redesigned soon on lines of New York, London

o Big decision of Kejriwal government, Delhi’s roads will shine on the lines of
European cities

o Experts from London, Bogota at Delhi govt road redesign workshop

o London To NY: Global experience to shape revamp of Delhi roads

o Delhi committed to reforms in road infrastructure, says Sisodia

o Experts deliberate on ways to transform Delhi’s streets

o Cycling infra in Delhi gets upgrade, but experts say some way still go

o Delhi govt revives plan to rationalise bus routes in the city

e BMC & WRI India Partner for 'Safe School Zones'

o BMC, traffic police partner with World Resources Institute for school road safety
project at Mirza Ghalib Road in Byculla

o BMC to come up with safe school zones to make roads and footpaths in Mumbai
children-friendly

o Trials start for Mumbai’s first ‘Safe School Zone’ initiative

o Mumbai: BMC to come up with safe school zone in Byculla for children
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e Mumbai Climate Action

o Mumbai: BMC wants feedback on climate plan

o Women, forests, e-buses crux of BMC climate plan

o BEST buses to be 100% electric by 2028: Maharashtra minister Aaditya Thackeray

o Mercury rises in Mumbai, light rain forecast

o Mumbai Climate Action Plan has the potential to be a game changer. Here’s how

o Environment: Mission mangrove

¢ Organic Waste Composting

o KOEL introduces Kirloskar i-Land

o Kirloskar Oil Engines introduces Kirloskar i-Land waste composter

e Mumbai Commuter Experience & Safety

o BMC spent at least Y1K-crore on Mumbai roads annually in past 10 years

o 130 motorists nabbed daily for driving in wrong lane

o Decisions taken to upgrade commuter experience in Mumbai: Maharashtra
Minister Aaditya Thackeray

o MMRDA plans to revamp underbelly of Mumbai Metro line one

o ‘Above 60kmph, for every 5 kmph the risk of injury crash doubles'

o Train mishaps halve in Maharashtra, but state is still first on list

¢ Developing Solar Investment Action Agenda & Roadmap

o

International Solar Alliance and Bloomberg Philanthropies sign pact to mobilize $1
trillion solar funding

o Bloomberg Philanthropies and ISA announce new partnership

o Will achieve $1 trillion investment in solar energy by 2030: Multilateral body

o Solar energy alliance co-founded by India to mobilise $1 trillion, put special focus
on Africa

o Indian Initiatives in Solar Sector opens opportunities for MSMEs

o ISA meet pledges to achieve $1 trillion global investments in solar energy

o ISA aiming to balance Solar Energy on the planet, sets $1 billion investment target
by 2030

e Bhopal city will get a Climate Action Plan with support from WRI India and EPCO

e On World Architecture Day, we asked Indian architects to weigh in on sustainability

e The 100 GW milestone

e India ready to achieve its 30 per cent EV sales penetration by 2030

e How can Indian cities shield vulnerable migrants from climate change? With better
affordable housing

e Chennai metro leaves commuters in the lurch at both ends

e EV Charging: Challenges and options in gated communities

e Millions of unclean hands pose India’s biggest public health threat

e Bengaluru’s deadly footpaths: Children, elderly at high risk

e Satellite images show how Hyderabad lakes have shrunk by upto 83% since 1967

e Modi’s ‘gamechanger’ palm oil push raises concerns for Indian forests and women

e Revised Kerala state action plan on climate change on the anvil

e Only e-buses will be added to city fleet in future: Kailash Gahlot
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