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Welcome to DIGEST, WRI India’s monthly newsletter. This edition covers
January-February 2021 and features blogs and editorials written by our
staff members that provide unbiased and expert analysis, insights and
commentary on the latest and important issues concerning India’s natural
resources, environment, urban development and economy. Please connect with
us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.

EDITORIALS

¢ When it comes to energy transition, India must embrace complexity
by Deepthi Swamy |

¢ Rebuilding economy and saving the environment through investments in
public transport
by Shilpa Kharwal & Sreekumar Kumaraswamy |

e Budget 2021: Focusing on nature and people together could set a path
forward for revitalising equitable rural economy
by Dr. Ruchika Singh & Marie Duraisami |

¢ Illegal burning of Municipal solid waste: Union Budget 2021-22 expectations
by Dr. Ajay Nagpure & Anandi Mishra|

¢ Budget 2021: Reviving urban centres post-pandemic
by Jaya Dhindaw & Pavan Ankinapalli |

¢ Budget 2021 must focus on electricity to strengthen healthcare, improve
vaccination programs
by Pamli Deka |

¢ How Budget 2021 can boost climate finance and adaptation funds in India
by Shubham Gupta & Parvathi Preethan |

¢ A resilient future for Uttarakhand
by A. Nambi Appadurai |

by Dr. O.P. Agarwal & Pawan Mulukutla |

e Nature-based solutions provide cost-effective strategy to meet key economic
development goals while conserving nature
by R. Parasuram, Manoj Shrivastava & Dr. Ruchika Singh |

BLOGS

Unboxing the barriers to scaling up electric
bus adoption in India

by Parveen Kumar & Aparna Vijaykumar

Electric buses (e-buses) are steadily coming into focus as an
answer to clean public transport. Read more

Tamil Nadu's clean energy story during the
COVID-19 pandemic

by Anup Joseph & Sandhya Sundararagavan
On 25-March-2020, India went into a lockdown of
historically unprecedented proportions. Read more

Strategic approach to resume Delhi's urban
bus service post-COVID lockdown

by Revathy Pradeep

Fear of infection from COVID-19 and the lack of adequate
bus services has forced many choice riders to shift to private
modes. Read more

Alternative mobility - a must have for Indian
cities

by Prerna Vijaykumar Mehta

According to World Road Statistics 2018, out of the 199
countries analyzed, India has the maximum number of road
accidents... Read more

Recognising shared mobility as a sustainable
form of mobility in urban areas

by Shravani Sharma

United Nations' data shows that the gradual shift in
residence of the human population from rural to urban
areas... Read more

Realizing the repowering wind potential in
Tamil Nadu: 5 Concerns

by Kajol & Vaisakh Suresh Kumar
Tamil Nadu has the highest installed capacity of wind
energy in India, with 9.3GW as of March 2020. Read more

IN THE NEWS

Secretary, Housing & Urban Affairs |

e NCCI to spell out road map for future of wildlife, people |

e Hyderabad: Trash barrier at Picket nala cuts tonne of waste, six more on anvil |

o Delhi Dialogue Commission meet discusses financial challenges facing mass EV
adoption |

e Water levels in Himalayan river basins drop as world warms |

e Union Budget 2021-22: India to launch Hydrogen Energy Mission |

e 'There is more need than ever to rebuild in a just and resilient manner' - 30 quotes from
India's COVID-19 struggle |

e C(Clean energy, renewables, stubble burning: What the Union Budget 2021-22 missed

e Budget 2021: Reactions from the social sector |

o 3NTTER A €1 T §72 § YATeRUT Bl U HIH |

e WRI India experts speak on Budget 2021 |

e Budget 2021: Hydrogen mission; solar energy, clean air among focus areas

e Move over BMTC: Is it time for private buses to ply on city roads? |

e Greens miffed over poor allocation for forest & wildlife, environment |

e Budget 2021 Highlights: FM Nirmala Sitharaman's get well budget |

e Watch: New bicycling track opened up on Bengaluru's Race Course Road |

e The Big Picture: Budget 2021: Green Energy Highlights |

e Budget 2021: Jal Jeevan Mission Urban launched, Rs 287,000 crore allocated for five
years. Meanwhile, only 34% rural households get tap water |

e India's air dirtiest, but clean-up budget slashed |

e How to make Mumbai a feminist city |

o At climate meet, Kailash Gahlot showcases Delhi's efforts |
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