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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Let’s curb pollution, a silent killer, for our children’s sake
by Amit Bhatt - November 20, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: A child at the protest against growing air pollution in Gurugram, at Leisure Valley Park, Sector 29, in Gurugram, on Sunday, November 17, 2019. (Yogendra Kumar/HT PHOTO)]
This blog post was originally published in The Hindustan Times.


As per the State of Global Air 2018 report, the country lost 11 lakh people due to air pollution. But, we have still not understood the severity of the issue.


Last Sunday, over 3,000 people turned up in the morning to protest against the growing air pollution in Gurugram. Protests are part of our society, so it was not surprising to see...
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      Sustainable Development the Only Way to End Air Pollution Menace
by Amit Bhatt - November 07, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Photo credit: Jean-Etienne Minh-Duy Poirrier/Flickr]
This blog post first appeared in Hindustan Times.


Air pollution is a health emergency. Schools are shut, many offices have offered work from home to their employees. The air outside is so bad that doctors are asking people to leave Delhi NCR, if possible. In this forced vacation, my 10 year old daughter asks me if I also had pollution break during my school days?


The question has been puzzling me. It was last year when we experienced ‘pollution break’...

Leia mais
    

  
  
  
  

  

	  
          

  
      
      To Clean Its Air, There Are Miles to Go Before Delhi Can Sleep
by Bhavay Sharma, Nitya Kaushik, Dr. Ajay Singh Nagpure e Mani Bhushan Jha - November 07, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Delhi has suffered high levels of air pollution for many years now, particularly due to stubble burning in its neighbouring states during the winter season. Vehicles drive through smog in New Delhi, India, November 8, 2018. Photo: Anushree Fadnavis/Reuters]
This blog post first appeared in The Wire.


After a few months of respite, Delhi’s air quality plunged to unhealthy levels a week or so ago, rekindling concerns about the approaching winter, and debates on managing crop burning, vehicular pollution and cracker-bursting during the upcoming Diwali festival. Since September, the national capital...
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      For clean air, reform how we travel |  Analysis
by Dr. O.P. Agarwal - November 07, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Encouraging public transport and EVs, and improving last-mile metro connectivity will help. (Virendra Singh Gosain/HT PHOTO)]
This blog post originally appeared in Hindustan Times.


Over the past few years, around the time when Diwali ends and winter sets in, Delhi’s plummeting air quality reaches dangerous levels, initiating a series of debates and actions among environmental experts, governments and citizens. Experts have attributed this post-Diwali decline in air quality to polluting firecrackers, crop burning, a change in the wind directions, and vehicular...
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      Buildings Are a Hidden Source of Indian Cities’ Extreme Heat
by Bharath Jairaj e Sumedha Malaviya - October 29, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Tight-packed buildings in Chennai, India. Photo by Vinoth Chandar/flickr]
This blog post originally appeared in WRI Insights.


India is ground zero for extreme heat. More than 6,100 people have died from heat events since 2010. Half of the country reeled under severe heat waves this summer, when temperatures reached over 48 degrees Celsius (118 degrees F) in many places.


The urban...
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      Powering Remote Hospitals with Solar: Overcoming the Remaining Challenges
by Pamli Deka e Amala Devi - October 27, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Makunda Hospital, in a remote rural area of India, often faces power outages. Solar panels could help hospitals like this one maintain more reliable electricity. Photo by Amala Devi/WRI.]
This blog originally appeared in WRI Insights.


It is a humid monsoon afternoon, and Dr. Ann Miriam and Dr. Vijay Anand Ismavel are worried as they check their diesel stocks. It is the fifth day with no electricity, and their hospital is running entirely on backup diesel generators. If this keeps up, they'll soon need to send someone to the nearest fuel station, 25 kilometers (15 miles) away, to buy more diesel. But there's no guarantee they'll be able to get more...
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      Asia’s Energy Transition: 3 takeaways from the Asia Pacific Climate Week 2019 
by Ashwini Hingne - September 17, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: The APCW, is one of the three annual regional climate weeks, conducted in the lead-up to the UN Secretary General Global Climate Action Summit in New York. (Source: UNFCCC/Flickr)]
The Asia Pacific region, which includes India and China,  constitutes 60% of the global population and has contributed to nearly half of the global annual CO2 emissions in 2017. It is also the fastest growing region in the world economy, expected to account for 60% of the world’s growth in energy...
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      India Has the Worst Road Safety Record in the World. A New Law Aims to Change That
by Amit Bhatt - August 07, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Nearly 150,000 people died on Indian roads in 2018. Photo by Nicolas Mirguet/Flickr]
This blog post originally appeared in WRI Insights.


India’s parliament approved the Motor Vehicles Amendment Bill on July 31, 2019, the result of a five-year effort to improve national legislation on road safety. After the president’s approval, India’s streets may finally become safer places for both pedestrians and drivers.


Road traffic deaths have reached alarming levels across the world, with...
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      As India Revises State Climate Plans, Who Should Have a Voice?
by Namrata Ginoya, Uttara Narayan e Jesse Worker - July 25, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Kids carrying water in the Indian countryside. Photo by Mr. Fink/Flickr]
This blog post originally appeared in WRI Insights.


After the largest election in history, India's government faces important decisions on how to respond to climate change, including preparing for its increasing impacts on the lives and livelihoods of millions of Indians. While climate and environmental issues such as deforestation, water stress and floods were largely absent in the election campaign, several...
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      Saving lives through investments in public bus systems
by Anusha Chitturi - June 27, 2019
    
  
      
      [image: Photo credit: Anusha Chitturi/WRI India]
India suffers from the highest burden of road crashes, contributing to nearly 10% of global road deaths. In just the last decade (2008-2017), road crashes in India have increased by 23%, with an average annual increase of about 2% every year. The problem is particularly acute in urban areas, which witness nearly 42% of all crashes in the...
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    Get the latest commentary, upcoming events, publications, and multimedia resources. Sign up for the monthly WRI India Digest.
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