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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Back to business: Enabling public bus systems post COVID-19
by Shilpa Kharwal e Aloke Mukherjee - June 17, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and the lockdown, STUs did not earn much from ticket sales and had little capital to cover costs.]
The ongoing pandemic has wreaked immense and lasting damage to India’s economy, and passenger transport has been particularly affected. Its far-reaching impact on the aviation and railway industry is well-documented, along with the struggles of...
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      Going local for Climate Action
by Himanshi Kapoor e Prerna Vijaykumar Mehta - June 10, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: The ULBs possess most up-to-date knowledge on local environment, population and city happenings and times of crisis, are most accessible authority for citizens.]
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is the defining global health crisis of our times and is proving to be one of the greatest challenges faced by humanity. It is wreaking havoc around the globe and has forced most of human work to shut down. However, these uncertain times have inadvertently helped the environment, with frequent sightings of...
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      Energy for Development in Climate Vulnerable Areas
by Harsha Meenawat e Bharath Jairaj - June 09, 2020
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Access to electricity ensures increased economic productivity, healthcare services and better educational prospects and is thus crucial for socio-economic development. While grid expansion and advances in the distributed Renewable Energy (RE) industry have made significant efforts to reach unserved and under-served populations, several livelihoods, healthcare and educational facilities still lack this vital resource.


Caught in a vicious cycle of under-development, a potent tool for the rural and remote populations to break out of cyclical poverty is access to electricity. Low...
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      Could the pandemic help rethink Bengaluru’s traffic issues?
by Sudeept Maiti - June 03, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Before the old normal takes over, the city must implement some course corrections.]
 By investing in cycling infrastructure now, the city with one of the most severe traffic congestions in the world, can recover from the lockdown more sustainably and build more resilience.


The number of COVID-19 cases in Bengaluru could have been at par with other major Indian cities, but quick and decisive actions by the government have helped stem that risk. As the city crawls back to normalcy and people look at safer mobility options, Bengaluru now faces the...
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      South Asia Confronts a Double Disaster: Cyclone and COVID-19
by Arivudai Nambi Appadurai - June 01, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Bangladesh and India are no strangers to extreme cyclones and have been preparing for moments like this for decades.]
This blog was originally published on WRI.


The axiom for this anxious moment is: coronavirus makes everything more complicated. That has been the case in Bangladesh and eastern India in the season’s first tropical cyclone, Amphan, where high winds and lashing rain threatened the region’s most vulnerable populations. Decades of preparation, plus a weakening of the storm as it made landfall, appear to have mitigated Amphan’s initial impact: the...
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      Fighting COVID-19: A Solar-powered Hospital in Rural Jharkhand Takes on the Pandemic 
by Lanvin Concessao, Dheeraj Kumar Gupta e Pamli Deka - May 21, 2020
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Even as global health experts raise concerns over the risks faced by rural areas during the COVID-19 pandemic, and highlight the need for a comprehensive approach by governments to tackle it, a hospital for marginalized communities in remote Jharkhand is leading the way in crisis-preparedness. The Nav Jivan Hospital in Palamu district, a 100-bed medical facility, is today on the frontline of rural India’s fight against COVID-19.


Established in 1961 to serve two of the most under-...
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      Reconfiguring public spaces within the new normal
by Prerna Vijaykumar Mehta e Jaya Dhindaw - May 19, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: A community park in Delhi, India]
A slightly modified version of this piece appeared on Times blog on May 11.


Social distancing, isolation and locking down of cities and oneself is the norm in times of the COVID-19 pandemic. With this, inequality in cities has been laid bare, exposing the startling vulnerability of the urban poor. The current economic slowdown is being...
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      Building Back Better: A time to Introspect on Innovation in Public Service Delivery
by Jaya Dhindaw e Aarathi Kumar - May 18, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Fluid Robotics employees with robot during deployment]
The COVID-19 health crisis and associated lockdown has thrown into plain view the fragility of existing systems, from healthcare and governance, to the gig economy and global markets. With people confined to their homes and restricted mobility, cities are working to not only manage and contain the spread of the disease but also ensure a consistent, efficient and reliable supply of basic services. While the struggles of providing equal access to efficient and reliable basic services is not new to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in India, limiting contagion and avoiding secondary health impacts...
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      Low-carbon commitments in a post-COVID-19 India
by Subrata Chakrabarty - May 06, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: As India looks to bolster the post-COVID-19 economy, it must also consider a low-carbon element in any economic stimulus package]
India has been under a complete lockdown since March 24 to arrest the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. Six weeks into this unprecedented lockdown, there have been 49,501 recorded cases of COVID-19 and 1,697 deaths (as of May 6). This crisis, apart from being a human tragedy, is also expected to hit the economy hard.


A closer look into the current scenario, however, reveals that we are facing three converging crises: the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, its immediate impact on the economy and the ever-present threat from climate change. What remains to be seen is how the pandemic and its...
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      Two Cs of the new decade: COVID-19 and Climate Change
by Parvathi Preethan, Arivudai Nambi Appadurai e Shubham Gupta - April 29, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Though devastating and global in their reach, COVID-19 and climate change present different kinds of policy problems]
The novel coronavirus has cut across class and cities, borders and barriers, and thrown many a government and their healthcare systems under the bus. It has also exposed the glaring disparity between the adaptive capacity of different sections of the population. Like most disasters the brunt of this one too, falls more severely on the poor. This is especially visible in India; with a sizeable chunk of its 1.3 billion — the...
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    Get the latest commentary, upcoming events, publications, and multimedia resources. Sign up for the monthly WRI India Digest.
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