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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Digital Ticketing as a Way Forward for Safer, Cashless Public Transport
by Revathy Pradeep - January 06, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: The city has regained over 45% of its pre-pandemic ridership. Delhi also has the “No Mask-No ride” initiative and timely sanitation of buses to thank for the steady increase in ridership numbers.]
This blog was originally published on NIUA.org.


In the present time, with technological advancements gaining popularity numerous services have migrated to online platforms, resulting in reduction of the infrastructural requirements to a large extend. A similar shift in bus ticketing systems is imminent. The COVID-19 pandemic has also brought to light the need for contactless ticketing and presented a vital opportunity to create a seamless ticketing...
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      Five Ways to Promote Public Transport in Indian Cities
by Himanshi Kapoor e Amit Bhatt - December 10, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: As per the 2011 Census, 36% Indians either walk or cycle to work while 30% live in close proximity of their workplace and do not need to travel. Photo by pxhere]
This blog was originally published on NIUA.org.

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) estimates that INR 39,20,000 crore (USD 600 billion) needs to be invested, between 2011-31, of which about 55% is to be allocated to urban roads and mass transit systems – a move that clearly highlights the importance of transport in urban development....
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      Household Air Pollution from Solid Fuels and its Invisible Solution
by Dr. Ajay Singh Nagpure - December 10, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: A higher PM2.5 concentration in a closed environment is ten times more harmful than a similar outdoor concentration because contained areas enable potential pollutants to build up more than open spaces do. Photo by Michael Foley/Flickr]
This blog was originally published on NIUA.org.

When we think of air pollution, the smoggy outdoor haze of metropolitan cities comes to mind. With India being home to 21 out of 30 of the world’s most polluted cities, the visualization as an outdoor phenomenon is not completely...
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      Electric car adoption in India: Understanding personal and commercial e-car viability
by Dr. Parveen Kumar e Chaitanya Kanuri - December 01, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Car travel, due to typically lower occupancy levels, is also associated with higher carbon emissions Photo by: BRPL.]
Globally, the passenger car segment has been the harbinger of the electric mobility shift — chiefly due to its automotive market domination in most countries pursuing transport electrification. While India’s Electric Vehicle (EV) mission has thus far been driven by two-wheelers and three-wheelers, electric car adoption is expected to accelerate in the coming decade.


In this fourth installment of the five-part blog series on the Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) of electric vehicles, we turn our attention to the electrification of cars.


Need for electrification of cars...
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      Wind Energy Technology in Tamil Nadu: What the Future Holds
by Kajol - November 11, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: Our recent webinar also focused on to enhance knowledge, gain valuable insights and disseminate new and innovative ideas amongst the wind energy community with a particular focus on accelerating development in the offshore wind space in Tamil Nadu. Janusz Sobolewski / Flickr]
The Renewable Energy (RE) sector has primarily driven India’s transition to clean energy.  India’s total wind energy is close to 37.7 GW, the fourth highest in the world after China, the US, and Germany (March 2020).


Globally, the offshore wind turbine installation as of 2019 stands at 29 GW. India’s national Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) plans to ramp up energy production from offshore wind turbines in India to 5 GW by 2022 and 30 GW by 2030. An assessment by the National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE) in 2017 pegged the total potential of offshore wind capacity in...
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      COVID-19 and Smart Cities: Emergency response and resurgence
by Prerna Vijaykumar Mehta - November 09, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: During the pandemic, India’s 100 smart cities have set an example of how innovation, technology and existing infrastructure can be harnessed to strengthen, balance and coordinate on-ground action during crisis.]
Earlier this year, when the COVID-19 pandemic struck India, saving lives became the singular goal of the administration and frontline workers. Rising to the challenge, the city administration, health institutions, law and order authorities, community organizations, entrepreneurs and innovators, all joined forces to offer prompt support and access to essential supplies. Today, as the nation grapples to adapt to a new and constantly evolving normal (amid prevailing pandemic), it is...
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      Busting the cost barrier: Why electric three-wheelers make business sense
by Dr. Parveen Kumar e Tarun Cherian George - November 03, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: TCO (Total Cost of Ownership) blog series]
In recent years, electric three-wheelers, especially e-rickshaws, have been growing in numbers in India. Positioned as an affordable means of intermediate public transportation over short-to-medium distances, the three-wheeler segment is generally considered as low hanging fruit in electric vehicle adoption on account of its ubiquitous appeal.


In this blog, which is a part of the TCO (Total Cost of Ownership...
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      Powering India’s shift to electric mobility: Big opportunity in two-wheelers segment
by Dr. Parveen Kumar e Sanjana Singh - October 21, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: The electrification of two-wheelers (2Ws) provides an enormous opportunity to cut down on Carbon Dioxide emissions and improve air quality levels. Photo by Bounce.]
In India, two-wheelers account for 70% of the 200 million plus registered vehicles — contributing to around 20% of the total Carbon Dioxide emissions and about 30% of the particulate emissions in urban areas. The electrification of two-wheelers (2Ws) provides an enormous opportunity to cut down on Carbon Dioxide emissions and improve air quality levels.


As part of the ...
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      Rethinking public engagement for safer streets
by Vibhav Kharagpuria - October 19, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: WRI India team member interacting with students at Swami Nitanand School, Rohtak. ]
Cities are transforming in many ways as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. A great number of people changed their lifestyles during the pandemic and turned to walking and cycling, and the government changed how transport can be accessed. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) initiated different challenges like Streets for People Challenge, Cycles4Change Challenge in response to COVID-19 to promote walking and cycling and to reimagine streets as public spaces through the lens of economic regeneration,...
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      Total cost of ownership of electric vehicles: Implications for policy and purchase decisions
by Dr. Parveen Kumar e Chaitanya Kanuri - October 06, 2020
    
  
      
      [image: A wider range of EV models is also expected to be launched in the coming years, offering more affordable options for consumers. Photo by ElectreeFi]
Globally, and in India, the COVID-19 pandemic has temporarily interrupted the strong growth of the electric vehicles market. In the coming days, it will be important to regain this momentum in order to advance the decarbonization of transport.


The transport sector is responsible for 24% of global energy-related CO2 emissions, of which almost three-fourths is due to road transportation. At the local level, tailpipe emissions are significant sources of air pollution killing an estimated seven million...
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