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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Alternative mobility – a must have for Indian cities
by Prerna Vijaykumar Mehta e Abhishek Behera - February 16, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: While developing walking and cycling plans, cities need to adapt to their local conditions and demands. Harshit Donter/pixahive]
This blog was originally posted on NIUA.org.


According to World Road Statistics 2018, out of the 199 countries analyzed, India has the maximum number of road accidents and accounts for 11% of the world’s road accident related deaths, 84.7% of which occurred in the “economically productive” age group of 18-60 years....
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      Recognising shared mobility as a sustainable form of mobility in urban areas
by Shravani Sharma - February 16, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: As more people are now living a city-based life, challenges of urban transportation are only likely to increase. Ashim Tyagi/WRI India]
This blog was originally posted on NIUA.org


United Nations’ data shows that the gradual shift in residence of the human population from rural to urban areas, combined with the overall growth of the world’s population could add another 2.5 billion people to urban areas by 2050. The data further adds that close to 90% of this increase will take place in Asia and Africa (Nations, 2018). As more people are now living a city-based life, challenges of...
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      Strategic approach to resume Delhi’s urban bus service post-COVID lockdown
by Chintan Daftardar e Revathy Pradeep - February 16, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Cities across India including Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chennai and Kolkata have witnessed a decline in public transport ridership. Revathy Pradeep/WRI India ]
This blog was originally posted on NIUA.org.


Fear of infection from COVID-19 and the lack of adequate bus services has forced many choice riders to shift to private modes. Cities across India including Delhi, Mumbai,...
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      Tamil Nadu’s clean energy story during the COVID-19 pandemic
by Anup Joseph and Sandhya Sundararagavan - February 15, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Photo by Peter Franken, Unsplash]
On 25-March-2020, India went into a lockdown of historically unprecedented proportions. The energy sector felt the sting of the lockdown with a year-on-year total power consumption decline of 23.2% in April throughout India.


On 5-April-2020 India held a 9-minute blackout at 9 PM alongside a candle-light vigil to express a collective will to fight the pandemic. This event was a testament to how power...
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      Unboxing the Barriers to Scaling up Electric Bus Adoption in India
by Dr. Parveen Kumar e Aparna Vijaykumar - January 27, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Innovative financing mechanisms and a robust legal framework for sharing risks and effective use of resources can help accelerate e-bus adoption. Photo by Shravani Sharma, WRI India]
Electric buses (e-buses) are steadily coming into focus as an answer to clean public transport. Currently, about 18 lakh buses are plying on Indian roads of which 92% are privately owned and just 8% publicly owned. At the existing ridership India requires about 460,000 buses by 2031 and COVID-19 social distancing norms will further bump up the...
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      What Clean Fuel Use in Every Household Means For Women Empowerment
by Anandi Mishra, Vandana Tyagi, Bhavay Sharma e Dr. Ajay Singh Nagpure - January 15, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Even if a rural household cooks one or two of its daily meals in electric/induction cookstoves, it helps bring down indoor emissions. Photo by Ashwini Chaudhary/Unsplash.]
This blog originally appeared on News18.com.


In 2019, about three lakh women died prematurely from diseases attributable to household air pollution from the use of polluting cooking fuels in India. Though women and children are more exposed to household air pollution, it is not limited to them. An average Indian citizen spends 80% time...
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      How can public bike-sharing initiatives thrive in Indian cities?
by Anya George e Prateek Diwan - January 14, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Cities are actively planning infrastructure to encourage and foster non-motorized forms of transportation, such as walking or cycling, among commuters. Photo by Wikimedia Commons.]
Cycling, a sustainable, healthy, and low-cost mode of travel, has seen a resurgence in popularity during the pandemic as cars and buses stayed off the roads. During the lockdown in the UK, cycle-to-work schemes saw a 200% rise in bicycle orders from emergency workers. In India, according to the All India Cycle Manufacturers Association, the cycling industry is expected to ...
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      Clean Air Action Plans for cities and their corresponding challenges
by Dr. Ajay Singh Nagpure - January 13, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Cities lack a suitable number of continuous and manual monitoring stations to capture representative air quality data. Photo by Satyajeet Mazumdar/Unsplash.]
This blog was originally published on NIUA.org.


Ambient air pollution became one of the major health threats for the Indian population during recent decades. It would go on to kill about one million people in the country in 2019. A vast majority of the population is continuously exposed to bad air, which does not...
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      A nature-based solution for healthy, resilient cities
by Jaya Dhindaw e Priya Narayanan - January 08, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Planting trees is the easiest means to preserve and restore natural capital at scale. Photo by: Vishnu Prasad/unsplash]
This blog originally appeared on Business India.


Till early March, most global reports indicated that the number of cities in India with a population of more than 1 million, will grow from 42 to 68 by 2030. This equation may have altered considerably by June, due to the...
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      Tackling Transport Emissions
by Madhav Pai - January 06, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: The strategic plan should also include initiatives to experiment, develop proof of concepts to measure the efficacy of the undertaken projects. Photo by Wikimedia Commons]
This blog was originally published on NIUA.org.


Transport sector is a significant contributor and hence tackling emissions from this sector will go a long way in reducing the overall air-quality problems of the city and the region.


Let’s look at Delhi, a range of emission inventory and source apportionment studies have been carried out for the NCT Delhi in the past few years (CPCB 2010; IIT Kanpur 2016; TERI 2018; Guttikunda 2018). These studies suggested that on-road...
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