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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Five Key Design Decisions for an Effective Carbon Market in India
by Varun Agarwal e Ashwini Hingne - June 08, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Photo by Micheile Henderson on Unsplash]
Carbon markets are emerging as a popular choice for delivering cost-effective emissions reduction: 2021 witnessed the launch of national carbon markets in China and Britain. Trading in the British market opened last month at a carbon price of...
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      Operationalising Nature-based Solutions: innovative approaches to financing ecosystem restoration
by Priya Narayanan e Jaya Dhindaw - June 04, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: NBS is emerging where innovative business models and inclusive governance practices have leveraged public investment and successfully gained private sector support. Photo by Roop Dey/Shutterstock]
Climate related disasters and inequities may push more than 100 million people in developing countries below the poverty line by 2030. This makes mainstreaming climate change mitigation and adaptation an absolute imperative for protecting ecological, social, and economic systems. Cities around the world are showing a growing interest in bringing nature to the urban commons, streets and public spaces, and towards protection and conservation of ecosystems at large.


Ecosystem...
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      How can Smart Mobility change the way cities move?
by Pawan Mulukutla - May 31, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Figure 1: India has witnessed a tremendous influence of technology and IoT in its travel options.]
This article was originally published on ET Insights.


By 2030, India’s urban population is expected to nearly double to 600 million. Cities have always attracted migrants who come to urban areas in search of better opportunities. However, this increased urbanization will put enormous pressure on infrastructure and increase pollution as well....
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      [image: The budget encourages garbage free cities but makes no specific provision to improve conditions for disadvantaged communities near landfills.]
Every Indian city has at least one man-made mountain where ‘waste’ generated in our homes and businesses end up. About 90% of the staggering 150,000 metric ton of urban solid wastes generated everyday make their way to such locations. Called dump yards, landfills or garbage mountains, these toxic sites are the dark underbelly of India’s bustling, glittering cities and are home and workplace for tens of thousands of people.
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      Three ways India Inc can accelerate climate action
by Subrata Chakrabarty e Priyal Shah - May 20, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Investing in nature-based solutions can yield major socio-economic benefits for nature-based livelihoods.]
The latest greenhouse gas (GHG) emission data submitted by the Government of India to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change through its third biennial update report (BUR3) reveals interesting trends about Indian industry. In 2016, the most recent year for which data is now available, emissions from Indian industry constituted 22% of the country’s total GHG emissions. This includes emissions from energy use by manufacturing industries and construction, and the...
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      Electrification of 3-Wheeler Cargo Segment in India: Potential & Challenges
by Dr. Parveen Kumar e Arya Bhat - May 12, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: The Government of India under the FAME-II scheme gives a subsidy to expedite the adoption of EVs, including e-3W in the cargo segment.]
In FY2020, the goods carrier segment accounted for 17.5% (1,11,554 units) of the total domestic 3-Wheeler industry sales (6,36,569 units) in India. Since last year, the COVID-19 pandemic-induced restrictions have brought a structural shift in shopping behavior, where an increasing number of customers and businesses are shifting towards e-...
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      Decoding Electric Vehicle Range: Rated versus Actual Mileage
by Dr. Parveen Kumar, Arya Bhat e Vivek Tripathi - May 07, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Everything matters: the number of people in the vehicle, usage of air-conditioner, road quality, speed, topography, and climatic factors.]
Electric mobility is widely considered to be an effective way to improve air quality and address environmental concerns, which ultimately benefit their primary users. However, the sector’s viability is heavily affected by factors like incentives on discarding used vehicles, favorable government policies, purchase incentives, safety and performance of the vehicles. Consumers are further interested to know how much they would be saving on fuel expenses if they switch to Electric Vehicles (EVs). Some incidents where EVs were not able to deliver the range claimed by their manufacturers have...
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      From Theory to Practice: How a carbon market simulation can help design a successful carbon market in India
by Shubhangi Gupta e Ashwini Hingne - May 06, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: From Theory to Practice: How a carbon market simulation can help design a successful carbon market in India]
Well-designed carbon markets have the potential to harness least-cost emission reductions. Over the last two decades, the Indian industry has built its experience with multiple market-based mechanisms such as the “Clean Development Mechanism” (CDM), “Perform, Achieve and Trade” (PAT) and “Renewable Energy Certificate” (REC) that have led to emission reductions. However, the effectiveness of these market-based mechanisms has been limited...
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by Harshita Jamba - May 06, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Over the years, passenger safety, particularly for women, was compromised in multiple instances.]
The ride-hailing industry has altered commuting patterns in Indian cities. Cabs have been the most popular model, followed by buses, bikes and autorickshaws, which have gained matured ridership and continue expanding their businesses.
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      [image: Indian businesses are undertaking significant voluntary action on climate change. As many as 57 Indian companies have set or committed to setting Science Based Targets]
There is now growing consensus around a key finding first published by the IPCC in 2018: the world needs to reach net-zero carbon dioxide emissions by mid-century to meet the 1.5° C temperature target of the Paris Agreement, something which will require transformational changes across energy and transport systems, industrial technologies and processes, and lifestyles.


UN Environment’s Emissions Gap Report...
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