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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Complete Decarbonization of 2-Wheeler Segment in India by 2030: Expected e-2Ws Sales and Battery Capacity Requirement
by Dr. Parveen Kumar and Anshika Singh - November 10, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Considering the dominance of two-wheelers on Indian roads, the government think tank, NITI (National Institute for Transforming India) Aayog has set the ambitious target of electrifying 80% of 2W sales by 2030. Photo by moEVing Urban Technologies]
Endeavouring on a path of limiting greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, India has bid a major stake in the decarbonization of its road transportation through a slew of progressive policy measures. Close to 80% of vehicles on Indian roads are two-wheelers (2Ws), making India undoubtedly the world’s largest untapped EV market in the 2W segment. Presently, electric two-wheelers (e-2Ws) account for approximately...
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      More than Half of all E-Buses in India Found on Maharashtra Roads
by Aparna Vijaykumar, Yash Singh and Sanjay Bhatia - November 08, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Pune's e-buses have already travelled a distance equivalent to nearly 20 round trips to the moon.]
This is the first in a series of blogs on the growing deployment of electric buses across the country. The series is a deep-dive on investments from both central and state governments and the role of e-buses in mitigating the impacts of climate change.


Over the last few years, several state governments have not only notified progressive electric vehicle policies but have also started investing in electric buses – reflecting their commitment towards mitigating impacts of climate change. While state governments are loosening their purse strings to purchase new-age buses,...
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      COP26: Unpacking India’s Major New Climate Targets 
by Apurba Mitra, Chirag Gajjar and Ulka Kelkar - November 02, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: India made an eagerly awaited announcement of new climate action targets at the COP-26 summit in Glasgow. Photo: UNFCC / Flickr]
India made an eagerly awaited announcement of new climate action targets at the COP-26 summit in Glasgow. This included:


	Installing non-fossil fuel electricity capacity of 500 GW by 2030
	Sourcing 50% of energy requirement from renewables by 2030
	Reducing 1 billion tonnes of projected emissions from now till 2030
	Achieving carbon intensity reduction of 45% over 2005 levels by 2030
	Achieving net zero by 2070. 



These new pledges go significantly beyond its current nationally determined contribution (NDC) under the Paris...
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      Resurrecting Public Spaces in a post-Covid India
by Himanshi Kapoor, Prerna Vijaykumar Mehta and Jaya Dhindaw - October 26, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: While managing an immediate response to the COVID-19 pandemic, cities are also looking ahead to plan and resource long-term recovery efforts. Photo by Manoej Paateel/Shutterstock]
This blog was first published on NIUA.org on October 21, 2021.


The COVID-19 lockdown, imposed around the world, has triggered unprecedented changes in the lifestyle and behaviour of individuals. Restrictions on use of public spaces and physical distancing...

Read more
    

  
  
  
  

  

	  
          

  
      
      Moving from City-Wide Vulnerability Assessments to Localised Community Resilience Actions
by Priya Narayanan and Lubaina Rangwala - October 06, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Climate action in urban areas is increasingly becoming important in structuring policies and regulations for disaster mitigation and overall governance.]
This blog was first published on NIUA.org on September 29, 2021.


Cities around the world are experiencing flooding, heatwaves and other climate-related disasters. The frequency and intensity of these disasters have amplified over the last few decades resulting in increased inequalities among communities. Ensuring equitable climate action will help support liveable neighbourhoods for people across demographic groups.


...
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      Bottlenecks for Rooftop Solar in Indian Cities and How to Address them
by Tirthankar Mandal and Deepak Sriram Krishnan - October 05, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Indian cities have figured intermittently in the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)’s solarization plans.]
This blog was first published on NIUA.org on September 8, 2021.


Indian cities have figured intermittently in the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)’s solarization plans. In 2014-2015, the MNRE launched the Solar Cities program to ensure a minimum of 10% reduction in the projected demand for conventional energy in five years through a combination of Energy Efficiency (EE) and...
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      How Indian Cities Could Become Climate Resilient
by Sumedha Malaviya and Dhilon Subramanian - September 03, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Robust urban buildings sector data will be critical inputs in India’s response to climate change and to strengthen participation of cities in the energy transition]
This blog first appeared on NIUA.org on August 4, 2021.


India’s buildings were responsible for 31% of all electricity consumed in 2017-18 (MOSPI 2020) and by 2040, this is expected to rise to half of all power consumed in the country. By 2040, India is expected to add 270 million people to its cities (IEA 2021). What is more, ongoing rapid urbanization would mean that over half the country’s population would be living in cities in less...
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      ‘Code Red for Humanity’: Sinking Indian cities
by Shivali Jainer and Ashwathy Anand - August 27, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: The principle of a warmer world is that more water will be evaporated, which will exacerbate droughts, and this enhanced water in the atmosphere will increase the amount of rain when it does rain.]
The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report released on 9 August 2021 warns, “India will see increased heat waves and heavy rainfall events, while glaciers will melt further, along with more compound events from rising sea-levels like flooding.” The report further states “the unequivocal human influence has warmed the atmosphere, ocean, and land”. As per the report, “continued global warming is projected to further intensify the global water cycle, including its variability, global monsoon...
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      How Water Challenges Threaten India’s Energy Security
by Daniel Gajardo, Samantha Kuzma, Sahana Goswami and Anupriya Goyal - August 27, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: In a country plagued by increasing droughts and floods, growing water challenges are putting India’s energy security in a precarious position. Photo by Sylvain Massuel/IRD]
This blog first appeared on WRI Insights on August 26, 2021.


The start of the 2021 monsoon season was a promising time for India’s farmers and water users. Heavy rains in June and the beginning of July filled the country’s reservoirs in states like Maharashtra and...
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      Tackling Climate Risks by Promoting NBS in Indian Cities
by Priya Narayanan and Lubaina Rangwala - August 27, 2021
    
  
      
      [image: Bigger cities in India like Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad etc., are moving towards extensive greening of spaces but the underlying social, political and economic impacts of such land-use change is yet to be fully understood. Photo by Prima Prottasha/Unsplash]
This blog first appeared on NIUA.org on July 28, 2021.


Adapting to climate risks is imperative for cities. Cities are the epicentre of life-shortening pollution, dwindling water supplies, deadly heatwaves, natural disasters, and climate change. Indian cities like New Delhi, Mumbai and...
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    Get the latest commentary, upcoming events, publications, and multimedia resources. Sign up for the monthly WRI India Digest.
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