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    The blogs are part of WRI India’s mission to provide unbiased, expert analysis on the most important environmental issues facing the world today.


In today’s rapid-fire, fragmented information culture, we hope these insights will provide a measure of clarity to decision-makers worldwide.
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      Restoring Lands Across South Asia With a Unique Entrepreneurial Approach
by Kavita Sharma and Hari Krishna DV - August 08, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: ]
An underlying threat to India’s people, climate and economy, land degradation has affected almost 30 per cent of its total land. As more than half of this degraded land consists of either farmlands or forests, it is directly affecting lives of more than 700 million people who either depend on agriculture or forests for their sustenance. Restoring these farmlands and forests is not just critical for supporting livelihoods of these farmers and forest dwellers, but also for building India’s...

Read more
    

  
  
  
  

  

	  
          

  
      
      Hydrogen Application in Indian Fertilizer Industry: An Introduction
by Anuraag Nallapaneni and Shaifali Sood - August 01, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: Hydrogen Application in Indian Fertilizer Industry: An Introduction]
This is the first in the series of three blogs that provide an outlook on the Indian fertilizer industry. This blog highlights the growing consumption of fertilizers through the years and their role in achieving food security. Read the second and third blog of the series.


India is an agrarian economy...
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      Measuring and Mapping a Heatwave
by Raj Bhagat Palanichamy - July 22, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: Along with temperature, humidity and other factors play a vital role in human wellbeing. Photo by Shutterstock.]
This year India witnessed an early intense heatwave where around a billion people were exposed to temperatures more than 40 degrees C in the month of April itself. But heatwaves are so much more dynamic and complex that traditional methods of reporting them, purely based on absolute air temperatures, might be insufficient. Heat has a dynamism spatially, temporally, and in its interaction with materials. Hence its measurement must also be dynamic. And not just the heatwave but its effects have several dimensions as well, with respect to human health, economic activity etc. It is, therefore...
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      Floods and Landslides in Assam: A Warning or an Opportunity To Reorient Development?
by Subrata Chakrabarty - July 22, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: Floods and Landslides in Assam]
This is an updated version of the article that was first published on Gaon Connection on June 3, 2022.


Earlier while traveling to my native village in the interior of Assam to meet my grandparents, I used to wait for the Barak Valley Express train at the New Haflong railway station. I always admired the lush greenery and scenic beauty in and around the station. A few weeks ago, in May 2022, I was shocked to see...
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      Youth Redefine Public Spaces: Learnings From Rohtak, Haryana
by Nikhil Kumar, Tanushree Venkatraman and Vaibhav Kush - July 07, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: Can city planners work with architects and urban designers to reimagine unsafe, congested and underused spaces in our cities? Photo by WRI India.]
Well-designed, well-maintained and accessible public spaces, such as gardens and city squares, are critical to our well-being. There is ample research to indicate that investing in inclusive public spaces helps create livable and equitable cities. However, these spaces, which have the potential to bind communities and be the lungs of the city, are often woefully neglected in Indian Cities.


Undertaking the transformation of public spaces requires political...
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      Key Lessons for India’s Bus Electrification Drive
by Aparna Vijaykumar, Pawan Mulukutla, Anirudh Ray and Sutanu Pati - July 01, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: The government now intends to procure 50,000 e-buses by 2030 through CESL]
Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL), supported by WRI India, recently concluded India’s biggest electric bus (e-bus) tender to deploy 5,450 e-buses across five cities: Bengaluru, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Surat. This tender, based on a gross cost contracting (GCC) model and supported by FAME-II subsidy, led to the discovery of lowest ever rates for e-bus...
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      6 Ways To Design Safer School Zones: Lessons From Mumbai
by Rohit Tak and Lekshmy Hirandas - June 28, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: A new safe school zone in Mumbai was co-developed with students to support their needs, likes and aspirations for an improved experience as they go back to school. All photos by WRI India]
This article originally appeared on cities4children.org on April 5, 2022.


As education is the right of every child, so is safe access to schools. As schools in India reopen after nearly two years of online education, it is important to reexamine how children access schools. Data suggests that every year, more than...
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      How COVID-19 Pushed India’s Climate Migrants to the Brink?
by Vivek Venkataramani and Parvathi Preethan - June 23, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: The COVID-19 pandemic added doubly to the pressure of migration, highlighting the apathy of the migrant population struggling to return to native towns.]
In India, around 3.6 million people are expected to have been displaced annually (between 2008-19) due to climate-induced disasters such as floods. Climate migration is often influenced by two types of drivers namely extreme events like storms, floods, and droughts, and slow-onset events like sea-level rise, saline water intrusion into agricultural land, etc. Such migration includes temporary or periodic displacement of people from more climatically vulnerable regions. Sometimes, this migration...
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      Is Blue Hydrogen a Worthy Contender for Net Zero Transition?
by Utsav Shah and Guncha Munjal - June 15, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: In India private conglomerates are targeting blue hydrogen in the interim period till the price of green hydrogen has cost parity with its grey counterpart.]
To limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius and lower carbon emissions, many pathways are being investigated, one of which is the use of hydrogen as an alternative energy vector. Although hydrogen is the most abundant element, it doesn’t exist independently. For hydrogen to emerge as a clean fuel contender, it is critical to evaluate how hydrogen is produced (to check emissions) and its use across sectors. Colour-coded (green, blue, grey, etc.) hydrogen is based on its production process.


Grey hydrogen is produced from natural gas whereas blue hydrogen, although produced from...
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      Photo Story: Tracking Tomatoes From Plough to Plate
by Shweta Lamba - May 05, 2022
    
  
      
      [image: Growing tomatoes is often a gamble even for well-informed, progressive farmers, due to high input costs, sensitivity to climatic variations such as frost, rainfall, temperature, the perishable nature of the crop, and uncertain market returns.]
Dinesh, a 31-year-old farmer from the Malwa region in Madhya Pradesh grows a variety of crops on his farm. His educational background in agriculture helps him understand the benefits of crop diversification for maintaining the soil health of his farmland while minimizing risks from crop losses. However, growing tomatoes is often a gamble even for well-informed, progressive farmers like Dinesh due to high input costs, sensitivity to climatic variations such as frost, rainfall, temperature, the perishable nature of the crop, and uncertain market returns.


These factors increase the...

Read more
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    Get the latest commentary, upcoming events, publications, and multimedia resources. Sign up for the monthly WRI India Digest.
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1st Floor, Godrej & Boyce Premises, 
Gasworks Lane, Lalbaug, Parel
 Mumbai 400012, India


Phone +91 22 24713591
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Phone +91 11 40550776
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