
 
 

Head-Integrated Transport and New Sustainable Mobility at WRI India 

(Bengaluru, India)  
 

About WRI? 

 

World Resources Institute (WRI) is an independent, nonprofit global research organization that turns big 

ideas into action at the nexus of environment, economic opportunity and human well-being. We are working 

to address six critical challenges that the world must overcome this decade in order to secure a sustainable 

future for people and the planet: climate change, energy, food, forests, water and sustainable cities. Founded 

in 1982, WRI has a global staff of nearly 700 people with work spanning 50 countries. We have offices in 

Brazil, China, Ethiopia, Europe, India, Indonesia, Mexico and the United States. 

 

The foundation of our work is delivering high-quality research, data, maps and analysis to solve the world’s 

greatest environment and international development challenges, and improve people’s lives. We work with 

leaders in government, business and civil society to drive ambitious action and create change on the ground. 

Equally important, we bring together partners to develop breakthrough ideas and scale-up solutions for far-

reaching, enduring impact. 

 

The World Resources Institute India (WRI India) is an Indian environmental organization with experts and 

staff who work closely with leaders to turn big ideas into action to sustain a healthy environment – the 

foundation of economic opportunity and human well-being. WRI envisions an equitable and prosperous 

planet driven by the wise management of natural resources, and aspires to create a world where the actions 

of government, business, and communities combine to eliminate poverty and sustain the natural environment 

for all people. 

 

WRI India aims to help solve the four most urgent challenges in India – rapid urbanization, the increasing 

demand for energy, responding to climate change and the large-scale degradation of natural resources. Over 

75 experts and staff across three office locations – Mumbai, Bangalore and Delhi – deliver these ambitious 

goals. WRI India is supported by WRI’s international offices, to ensure that the global organization’s 

experience can be brought to bear within the context of India. WRI India has the capacity to convene key 

stakeholders, and forge strategic partnerships with governments, business, foundations, civil society 

organizations, institutes and NGOs, to scale-up solutions that can bring game-changing results for the 

sustainable management of natural resources in India. 

 

 

About WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities India 

 

WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities works to make urban sustainability a reality. Global research and 

on-the-ground experience in Brazil, China, India, Mexico, Turkey and the United States combine to spur 

action that improves life for millions of people. 

 

WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities works globally with city governments, multilateral partners and the 

private sector to achieve on-the-ground change while influencing local and national policy frameworks. We 

track the impact of our projects through five key performance indicators, which are updated annually. 

 



 
The decisions that national leaders, local officials, developers, and planners make today will determine how 

billions of people in urban centers will thrive over the next century. Already, half the global population 

resides in cities. That figure is set to increase to 70 percent by 2050. 

 

Traditional models of city development can lock us into congestion, sprawl, and inefficient resource use. 

However, compact, connected, and efficient growth can help ensure more competitive cities, and provide a 

better quality of life for citizens. WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities (WRI Cities) works to ensure 

cities drive economic opportunity while sustaining natural resources. We use technical expertise, cutting-

edge research, and on-the-ground partnerships to design solutions that enable sustainable city growth. 

 

WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities helps create accessible, equitable, healthy and resilient urban areas 

for people, businesses and the environment to thrive. Together with partners, we enable more connected, 

compact and coordinated cities. 

 

About Bus Karo 
 
WRI India’s ‘Bus Karo’ programme is designed to engage with the State transport Undertakings (STUs) 

and other stakeholders to deliberate technical issues that hinder the development of bus systems, build 

capacity and foster peer to peer learning. Under this programme WRI India conducts bi-annual workshops 

for city bus transport agencies. The workshops convene transport and urban experts, regulators, and 

officials from bus operating agencies to promote knowledge-sharing for effective urban public transport 

services. 

  

‘Bus Karo’ focuses on creating modern city bus services, infrastructure planning for buses including 

terminals and depots; driver training and fuel efficiency; bus feeder service redesign, branding of city bus 

services, integrated public transport services, use of Intelligent Transport Systems in city bus service, data 

analytics and reforms in bus based public transport amongst other aspects of city bus service.  

 

The program has 3 components:  

▪ Policy Reforms: WRI India though workshop series convenes national and state governments, public 

and private bus operating agencies, experts, citizens, manufacturers, technology vendors and media, to 

discuss various aspects of city bus services and to provide capacity building trainings.  

▪ Technical Assistance: It involves providing technical assistance to bus operating agencies on 

implementing pilot projects that aim to improve the city bus systems through performance monitoring 

and service optimization.  

▪ Knowledge Sharing: It is aimed to develop and disseminate communication material on Indian and 

international best practices on city bus operations through publications, blogs, articles etc. 

 

 

About New Sustainable Mobility 

 

New mobility services, made possible by new technologies and new companies harnessing those 

technologies, are disrupting how people traditionally move in cities. On-demand and shared models of 

transport are improving access to transit and transitioning people from “just in case” vehicle ownership to 

“just in time” vehicle sharing. 



 
  

But these new models are also raising concerns about shifting commuter attitudes about walking, cycling 

and mass transit, and the possibility of increased vehicle use, emissions and congestion. Cities with 

historically low levels of personal vehicle usage, like Mumbai, Beijing, Mexico City and São Paulo, face 

growing demand for motorized transport services. 

  

Backed by billions of dollars in investments, the industry is now pushing towards the next wave of 

disruption with the convergence of shared, autonomous and electric vehicles. Existing transport ecosystems 

are thus being fundamentally redefined; the opportunity for better access for all stands against the risk of 

transport systems that deepen inequality and 

increase emissions. 

  

New mobility models have the potential to positively redefine urban mobility—if they can better meet the 

diverse needs of all residents. Such an outcome requires holistic governing frameworks, covering policies, 

financing and business development support. To meet this challenge, WRI Ross Center has joined forces 

with the New Climate Economy, Shell Foundation, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, Asian 

Development Bank, Interamerican Development Bank, Toyota Mobility Foundation, and Open Transport 

Partnership to shift the lens from “new mobility” to “new sustainable mobility.” 

  

We are working to enhance the positive potential of new mobility shifts in three ways. 

  

1. First, we are tracking new mobility market trends and their impact on cities. We have identified key 

research areas and are working collaboratively to produce high-quality guides that expand 

knowledge on, and understanding of, the quickly evolving sector and its socioeconomic and 

environmental impacts. 

2. Second, we are working closely with private companies and investors to create an enabling 

ecosystem for business models that have sustainable outcomes. Our team has developed focused 

programming to bring support to startups, including accelerator initiatives, to ensure early-stage 

entrepreneurs have the tools they need to be successful. 

3. Finally, WRI Ross Center is bridging the gap between government and the private sector by helping 

to transform existing regulatory frameworks to meet new market needs. Through convening, 

roundtables and working directly with decision-makers, we are working to demystify new mobility 

trends. 

 

 

The successful candidate will share a vision and commitment to sustainable urban development and WRI’s 

mission and culture, characterized by intellectual enquiry, rigorous analytics and transparency toward the 

public and its donors. 

 

Responsibilities 

 

The main areas of responsibility as the Head-Integrated Transport and Innovation solution (Bengaluru 

office) will include the following: 

 

• Manage, guide, and nurture a qualified team of mobility experts in India 

• Lead or play an instrumental role in significant fundraising efforts, particularly on multi-sector 

topics, from developing the opportunity and pitching the proposal, to stewarding the donor. 



 
• Assist in making strategic projects decisions and corresponding budget 

• In partnership with country teams, represent the WRI India Cities approach on urban mobility 

through direct engagement and interaction with cities, national governments and other global actors. 

• Define and deploy a strategic approach to integrate public transport, walking & cycling, road safety, 

transport demand management, new sustainable mobility and mobility planning, in partnership with 

Executive Team members, drawing upon the program’s expertise and tools. 

• Develop and steer a strategy and work plan for the Urban Mobility work stream to deliver local and 

national outcomes. 

• Support team to design, implement and deliver on-ground projects that draw on new technologies to 

deliver mobility that is accessible, safe, efficient, and clean. 

• Develop and lead research on urban mobility, including good practice, lessons learned, enabling 

conditions, and additional sub-topics of high value. 

• Coordinate a community of practices and experts across India 

• Represent the program externally on key topics of expertise, at conferences or meetings, in writing, 

and with media. Liaise directly with selected partners to develop alliances that help the program 

deliver integrated services. 

• Convene experts from different areas of work to identify synergies across projects, establish 

strategic offers and develop processes to fortify communication and collaboration across areas. 

• Facilitate effective annual project planning by fostering collaboration and integration of core 

solutions. 

• Coordinate across programs at the institute and within the program to contribute to the overall 

success of WRI India Ross Center. 

 

 

Qualifications and Requirements 

 

• Master’s degree in transportation, urban planning or equivalent work experience, with an excellent 

understanding of cities and government operations 

• 12 - 15 years of relevant full-time work experience 

• Proven ability to provide vision and superb strategic thinking skills to identify strategic projects, drive 

transformative change, and bring outcomes to scale.  

• Strong governmental network with significant experience in working directly with relevant 

ministries. 

• Proven experience on stakeholder engagement, convening, and partnership management. 

• Strong research skill with relevant experience on publishing high impact reports, familiar with peer 

review processes, and experience on multi-partner joint publications.  

• Track record on raising large-scale, multi-year funds with broad connections with funders, both 

domestically and internationally. Demonstrated capability to secure funding from donors. 

• Outstanding ability to communicate clearly, passionately, and compellingly to a wide range of 

audiences, especially high-level decision-makers from government, the private sector, and civil 

society. 

• Superior management skills, including project management, staff supervision, and financial 

management with 3 – 5 years of experience of the same. Demonstrated ability to successfully 

motivate and manage teams. 

• Familiar with the operation models of NGOs/research institutions.  



 
 

Salary and Benefits: Salary is commensurate with experience and skills. WRI offers a generous, 

comprehensive benefits package 

 

Location: Bengaluru, India 

 

To Apply: Qualified applicants should apply online at www.wri.org/careers. All applications must be 

submitted online through this career portal in order to be formally considered. Only shortlisted applicants 

will be contacted for interview purpose. 

  

  

As an Equal Opportunity Employer, it is WRI’s policy to recruit, hire, and provide opportunities for 

advancement in all job classifications without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 

citizenship, marital status, sexual preference, parental status, or disability. WRI’s global agenda requires a 

staff that is diverse – with respect to race, gender, cultural, and international background. Diverse 

perspectives and experience enhance the way WRI selects and approaches issues, as well as the creativity 

and applicability of WRI's policy research and analysis. WRI, therefore, encourages applications from U.S. 

minorities, persons from other countries (especially developing nations), and from women of all 

backgrounds. 
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